u75102 understanding media

Module Evaluation Form

Please fill in this Module Evaluation Form so that the Communication, Media and Culture team can
make this module even better next year. If you do not understand any of the questions, or you have
no opinion, please leave that section blank. There is a section at the end of the form for you to add
any additional comments about the module.

Module Content Not Very

Did you find the module interesting and enjoyable?

Did you find the module material well organised?

Was the module material mostly new to you?

Did you find the material difficult to understand?
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Did the classes help with any of your other modules?

Staff and Classes

6 Did you find the tutors clear and easy to understand?

7 Did you find the tutors approachable and willing to listen?

8 Were the comments on your Case Study helpful?

9 Was the format of the classes (lecture, discussion, etc) satisfactory?

10 Was the size and mix of the classes satisfactory?

11 Did you find that watching videos helped with the discussions?

Key Texts

If you did not read a text please leave the space blank.

12 Did you find Branston & Stafford clear and easy to understand?

13 Did you find McLuhan’s Medium is the Massage interesting?

14 Did you find Paul Levinson’s Digital McLuhan interesting?

15 Was watching The Matrix helpful for understanding the module?

Marshall McLuhan

16 How well did you understand McLuhan’s ideas?

17 Did McLuhan’s ideas change how you think about the media?

Module Website

18 Roughly speaking, how often did you visit the module website?

19 Did you download any PowerPoint presentations or handouts?

20 Did you consult the website’s weekly pages?

21 Any other comments on the website?
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Topics

How interesting did you find the weekly topics?
If you did not attend the class please leave the space blank.
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38
39
40
41

1. Meanings of ‘media’: vehicles and environments

. Introduction to McLuhan: environments and extensions

. Semiotics: signs, paradigms and syntagms

. Visual and Acoustic Space: alphabet and print, cyberspace
. Genre: verisimilitude, conventions, hybrid genres, Buffy

. Hot and Cool: cinema vs TV, cool interaction online

. Narratives: Campbell, the monomyth and the hero’s journey
. Laws of Media: enhance, obsolesce, retrieve, reverse

. Representation: stereotypes, gender, Sex and the City

. Discarnate Man: online identities and virtual communication
. Audiences: effects and uses models, Videodrome, debate

. Global Village: participation online, the end of time and space
. Postmodernisms: cultural hierarchies, intertextuality, Buffy

. Rear-View Mirror: familiar perspectives, media determinism

. Ideology and Power: Plato, Marx, Chomsky, The Times
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. Gatekeeping: everyone a publisher online, filters and evaluation
10. Advertising & Branding: Klein, product or brand, shock adverts
10. Anti-Environments: Warhol's soup, Banksy, Adbusters

11. Celebrity Gossip: extended family, melodrama, Heat magazine

11. Education & Entertainment: the importance of Media Studies

Module Forum

Not

Very

42. Have you enjoyed contributing to the Module Forum? Did it help you to understand the module

material? Any comments?

43.

Has it helped to be anonymous on the Module Forum? Were you able to say things that you might not

otherwise have said?

44,

Do you feel that you have an ‘online identity’ as a result of using the Module Forum, MSN, MySpace,
and other online technologies? Is this online identity different from how you are in ‘real life’, or has it

actually allowed you to ‘be yourself'?
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Final Comments

45. What do you think was the best aspect of the module?

46. What would you most like to see changed about the module to improve it?

47. Do you have any other comments about the module? Was there ever anything you wanted to say but
never got the chance?




